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men from their perverse deeds They moved among
humanity, visited sacred shrines and sang His glory.
Their spontaneous outpourings enriched the religious
literature of India.
The first three Azhwars Poygai, Bhuta and Pey
who were contemporanes, had the vision of the Divine
in Thirukkoiloor The next among the twelve mystics
was Thirumazhisai Azhwar who, as a just born child
was found abandoned and was brought up by a
bamboocutter and his wife. First a devotee of Siva, he
turned a staunch Vaishnavite. He commanded God, in
the form of an idol, rise from his bed and roll it and
left Kanchi and returned after the local King tendered
his apology He was welcomed by Lord Sarangapani
in Kumbakonam.
Nammazhwar also known as Maaran, Satakopan,
Vakulabaranan, Parankusa (Victor over false faiths) and
several other names. He is not the 1st Azhwar and was
born 43 days after the Kaliyuga started and also Lord
Krishna left this world. On his birth, without even
being suckled by his mother, he sat in a trance for
sixteen years under a tamarind tree which is still alive
in his birth place Azhwar Thirunagari in Tamilnadu.
The deities of various temples came and presented
themselves to him when he showered songs of praise
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